WHAT FOLLOWS are a few highlights from a trip taken last year to 
Germany, which might be of particular interest to Asatruar traveling 
in the old realms of the Teutons. While much of their legacy has 
been swallowed up in Christian/humanist materialism, one can still 
find traces of the elder faith and its symbolism with a little effort. 
This is by no means a comprehensive guide to places with 
associations to Germanic folklore and history, and is only the tip of 
the iceberg. If you do have occasion to visit these spots, we trust 
you will find them as exhilarating and invigorating as we did. 
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The Externsteine 

Hidden in the heart of the 7eutoburgerwald (Forest of the 
Teutons), near the famous Hermann Memorial, are the Externsteine. 
One approaches through the woods and only first glimpses the site 
upon entering a clearing, where it stands a short distance away. 
The massive stones rise suddenly and majestically from the woods, 
alongside a man-made lake. They resemble at times fingers, faces 
and figures, depending on light, angle and attitude. It is a small ridge 
comprised of fourteen stones of different sizes. They appear to grow 
out of the hill and become progressively larger as they reach the 
side of the lake where they end, with the last one practically 
surrounded by water. The primary and most dramatic stones are the 
four nearest the water. They have had a spiritual significance since 
heathen times, which continues to this day, as well as now being a 
pilgrimage point for tourists of all sorts, especially native Germans. 
Their magnetic attraction is not surprising, for both natural and man- 
made wonders of beauty and soul-life are contained within them. 

The Christian presence is well defined, considering their 
usual modus operandi of conveniently instating their “holy 
monuments” upon the grounds of previously existing sacred heathen 
sites. The Christians “reinterpreted” the various natural and man- 
made images and objects and recarved them to fit their stories. There 
are many theories regarding who used the Externsteine and for what. 
purposes in pre-Christian times. Some have thought it was an 
astronomical observatory, others have imagined it was the site of 
the legendary Irminsul column felled by Charlemagne. And indeed, 
one can see (or imagine) a bent (defeated?) Irminsul in the large 
carved relief in the stone, which some believe is an allegorical 
illustration of Christianization. In the relief there appears to be a 
conglomeration of different religious scenes, the Christian 
resurrection being the most recent and identifiable. 

There are many traces and hints as to the nature of the 
pre-Christian presence. The relief itself seems awkward and 
disproportionate. One can see how certain images were recarved 
as the depth of the different images varies. Some have imagined 
that the original image was one of the Irminsul and others have 
posited it as a depiction of the Roman-Persian warrior god Mithras 
slaying the bull. On one rock there is an enormous image of a man 
formed out of the cracks. He was long said to be Odin hanging from 
the World Tree, although many now try to claim it as Christ on the 
cross. There is a large crypt set-in the base of a rock, containing 
archaic inscriptions (possibly runes, or proto-runic). Unfortunately, 
one can only peer through the bars into this chamber. Further down 
the path nearer to the edge of the lake is a smaller hollowed-out 
alcove in the rock which contains a “grave” in the shape of a human 
adult, also hollowed out. What function this served is open to much 
speculation. There are steep archaic stairs on the two largest towers, 
one of which ends at an altar in what seems to have been a room, 

and above the altar a round hole is bored out through a stone wall, in 
By Annabel Lee © Michael Moynihan order to let the light of the sunshine through on the solstices. The 


steps leading up the other tower end at a large flat platform on top of 
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"solar altar" of the Externsteine. 
photo courtesy author’s archives 


Above: The "solar altar" at the Externsteine. 
photo: Annabel Lee 


Below: The Externsteine "complex" towering 
above the Teutoburger Woods. 
photo: Annabel Lee 
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the rock. A gate on the stairs to the altar is 
padlocked closed by five o’clock, but one can 
ascend the other tower at any time and it is 
definitely worth a trip at night when there is 
no one else around. Standing atop the rocks, 
hundreds of feet above the forest and 
surrounded by fog and drizzling rain, we 
suddenly realized the rocks themselves had 
come alive. Faces appeared out of their 
surface, and voices whispered on the gales 
of wind. The Externsteine have lost none of 
their power over the centuries. 


The Nibelungenhalle 


Well worth a visit is the 
Nibelungenhalle in Königswinter, on the 
Rhein river south of Köln. Königswinter itself 
is a charming town of old row houses, some 
with bindrunes above the doorways, and 
many other examples of German folk 
traditions in the names and images of places 
there. To get to the Nibe/ungenhalle one can 
take a cable car, but the walk up the 
mountain, through trees and pastures, is a 
beautiful one. The hall lies beneath the 
Drachenfels (Dragon Cliffs) castle ruins, 
which are themselves an impressive and 
foreboding sight perched above the town. 
The Nibelungenhalle was built in 1913 in 
memory of Richard Wagner. Having paid a 
small admission, you pass through an 
anteroom and around a beautiful tapestry 
depicting the Norns. The main room 
is a domed circular space, with a 
coiled representation of the 
Midgard Serpent set in the 
stone floor. On the opposite 
side stands an “altar” to 
Wagner with a bust of the 
composer and the directive 
to “Honor Your 


Below: A face carved into the rocks of the 
Externsteine. 


photo: Annabel Lee 
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Top Left: Runic title above the entrance to 
the Nibelungen Hall. 


Top Right: Face carved in stone from the 
Nibelungen Hall. 


Above Left: Decorative sword from the Hall 
of the Nibelungen next to a runic inscription. 


Above Right: Stone carving of dwarf smiths 
forging the Sword of the Nibelungen. 


Right: Oftens Hof in Wewelsburg Village. 


Below Right: Wewelsburg barn with Odal- 
Rune. 


Opposite Page 
Top: Half-timbered house from Sachsenhain. 


Middle: The Wewelsburg bakery. 
photos: Annabel Lee 


Bottom: Heidelburg Thing Site. 
photo taken from a historical postcard 
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German Masters.” Around the circumference 
of the room are various paintings in different 
styles which relate to the Ring Cycle of 
operas the composer based on Germanic 
mythology. Some of the artworks and frames 
are breathtaking. After absorbing the spirit 
of the room, step back outside and 
investigate the incredible carvings and 
decorations which comprise the building’s 
architecture. There is even a cave which 
leads to a small grotto, complete with a “life 
size” stone dragon. 


Wewelsburg Village 

Paderborn lies in central Germany, 
south of the Teutoburgerwald. The tiny 
adjacent village of Wewelsburg warrants a 
visit to see the traditional houses with 
elaborate runes, bindrunes and other folk 
symbols carved and painted in the doorways 
and windows. The homes are in traditional 
“Fachwerk” (half timbered) style, with 
distinctive wooden beams on the outside 
walls which sometimes form runes to protect 
the house and its occupants. Commonly the 
Fachwerk consists of life and death runes. 
We also saw a gigantic (10 foot) Othala rune 
made of beams and appropriately placed 
under the eaves of a barn. The town bakery 
has an especially intriguing array of such 
decoration, including bind runes and a series 
of imposing pale white human faces. Directly 
across the street there is a fine restaurant 
called Otten’s Hof (awfully close sounding to 
“Odin’s Place”!), with a very folkish interior 
and delicious traditional German fare. 


Sachsenhain 


Just west of Bremen, on the way to 
Verden, stands the Sachsenhain (Saxon 
Memorial). It is currently “occupied” by the 
Evangelisches Jugendzentrum (Evangelical 
Youth Center) and one must follow the signs 
for this. Sachsenhain is a memorial to the 
slaughter of 4,500 Saxon chieftains by 
Kaiser Karl der Grosse (Charlemagne). The 
Saxons stood steadfast in their heathen 
beliefs and traditions, refusing to accept the 
Christian Church. They were beheaded by 
the Kaiser upon a visit by the Pope to the 
area in 775 C.E., as a ploy to curry favor with 
the Church. This succeeded and Karl was 
later crowned “Holy” Roman Emperor. There 
is an unmarked stone erected for every 
Saxon slain. They are on average 4-6 feet 
tall and 3-4 feet wide, laid out in rows to form 
wide paths. There are trees planted along the 
sides of the paths behind the stones, forming 
a canopy of green and filtering the sun. 
Walking past these endless rows of standing 
stones is a truly stirring experience, 
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transporting you into a somber and 
contemplative state of mind. The paths 
circumnavigate a long open meadow, roughly 
the size of a football field. It seemed likely to 
us that this place had a history as a Thing 
site. There are several paths leading off the 
main one into the field and there is a stage- 
like area at one end. The other cryptic clue 
was the nearby street name, “zum 
Thingplatz.” Adjacent to the stones are a 
series of traditional folkish style houses, 
barns and buildings that are presently used 
by the Evangelisches Jugendzentrum. If you 
examine these closely, you will discover 
runes such as Gebo and Othala and images 
of wheat sheaves built into the brick of 
certain houses. 


Thing Site and 
Heathen Well in Odenwald 


There is a Thingstatte (Thing site) 
in the mountains behind Heidelberg in 
Odenwald (Odin’s Forest). It was built 
following a traditional plan for heathen Thing 
sites, places where the folk could gather for 
public events, and was erected where 
previously there had been a Thingstatte 
before the time of forced conversion. There 
is a church in ruins behind it which was built, 
as so many are, upon a Site sacred to the 
` heathens. The Thingplatz amphitheater is in 
great condition; it is still used for rock and 
pop concerts. There is a Gaststatte 
(restaurant) next to the Thingplatz named 
“Waldschenke” which serves fine mead in 
real horns, and good food as well. We 
enjoyed the “Bauernhandkase mit Musik, 
Brot und Butter,” stinky Farmer’s cheese with 
“music,” bread and butter. Having feasted 
well upon this pungent cheese, you can 
imagine where the “music” soon comes 
from. 

On the road through the forest and 
up the hill from Heidelberg to the Thingstatte 
is another spot. The Heidenhdhle (Heathen 
Well) is an enormous well, approx. 10 ft. 
wide and 350 ft. deep, going far into bedrock. 
It was probably built by the Kelts and was 
used by them, the Romans, and others for 
sacrifices of various natures. 


Thing Site in Berlin 

There is another Thingplatz worth 
visiting as its condition is very good. It is in 
Berlin and is called the Waldbihne (Forest 
Stage), located behind the old Olympic 
stadium. It is still in use, mostly for rock 
concerts (Kiss was playing when we were 
there), and not generally open to the public. 
We arrived in the morning, around 8 a.m., 
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and convinced one of the clean-up crew to allow us to 
go in and take a look. 

[Note: An excellent buffet brunch is served in 
Berlin in the Opera Cafe on Sundays, this is on the street 
“Unter den Linden.” Besides an unbelievable array of 
gastronomic delights, they served the best coffee we 
have ever had in our lives. After that you might head over 
to the Berlin flea market, which is bound to yield some 
inspiring treasures. On our visit, groggy and half-asleep 
having driven all night from the Sachsenhain to Berlin, 
we still managed to scoop up a grand antique Wagnerian 
style drinking horn and an array of beautiful old books, 
for just a handful of Deutschmarks. Bargaining is totally 
acceptable and expected.] 


Kyffhauser Mountain 


West of Halle, in the former East German area 
of Thuringia, lies the Kyffhäuser mountain in which 
Frederick Barbarossa (Redbeard) is said to sleep. 
According to legend, he is “still sitting on a huge stone, 
his mighty head is leaning against a stone table, and his 
right hand is clasping the hilt of his sword. Beautiful 
horses are standing before full mangers, and on the 
ground near them yeomen and knights lie sleeping.” 
(Wilhelm Ruland, Legends of the Rhine, 1906) 
Barbarossa slumbers there with his army, under the care 
of Frau Holle, awaiting the day when they will be called 
forth to defend the people and conquer the enemies of 
Germany. There are two memorials atop Kyffhäuser, 
which evidence also suggests was an important heathen 
cult site. One is for all of the past rulers of Germany, 
and Kaiser Wilhelm in particular; the other for 
Barbarossa. You have to walk up a steep road to get to 
the structure, and if you are lucky maybe you'll pass by 
the same lively local man we met with a stand selling his 
homemade meads and wines. The Barbarossa memorial 
is a tremendous monument carved out of the rocks with 
a massive and powerful “Rotbart” sitting upon a throne 
with his long sword at his side. Stare deeply at his image 
and you will find yourself face-to-face with none other 
than Allfather Odin, wolves and ravens hidden among the 
carved stones that surround him, with his wild flowing 
beard and the fiercest intent shining radiantly from his 
eyes. 

The places described in this brief guide are only 
some of the more accessible and monumental ones we 
have found, and in this case specifically in Germany. In 
reality, there an unknown multitude of magical places if 
one has the instinct and where withal to seek them out. 
As for our own travels, we will be sure to report back to 
Vor Tru with further discoveries from the Northlands. W 


Vor Tru is collecting information on sites in Vinland 
for the Asatru tourist, be they statues of. vikings in 
general and Leif Eiriksson in particular, to norse- 
style homes, runestones (fake and otherwise) and 


archaeological digs like L’'Anse-aux-Meadows and 
anything else our readers might think fits into this 
subject. Send any ideas to: Vor Tru, P.O. Box 
163213, Sacramento, CA 95816-3213, USA-Vinland 
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Above: Michael Moynihan standing next to one of the memorial stones to the Saxon chiefs 
slaughtered by the Christian crusade against pagan Germany by Charlemagne the Saxon 
Slayer. photo: Annabel Lee 
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the German hero Barbarossa as a stylized Odin. 
photo from a tourist posteard 
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